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have to leave the waterside, The bridge was close ahead. They might go and have a bite to eat at the wine-shop whose lights were shining opposite. Only stay about ten minutes. Just long enough to get Leheudry to drink a glass of wine, or even a whole bottle. Then a glass of spirits, to wind up with. After that they could continue along the canal, on the other bank. A man who has drunk a whole bottle of wine, in ten minutes, without eating much, and a glass of spirits afterwards, loses his footing very easily. If he falls into the water, the cold gets him and gives him a heart-attack. He sinks without a struggle.
" And suppose I gave him a violent shove at the right moment, what would happen ? I'm not very strong; but neither is he, especially when he has had something to drink. I should have to get him quite close to the water, and at the same time take him completely off his guard. The danger, the difficulty that still remains insoluble, is that plump little woman in the rue Vandamme. I made a very bad mistake in having anything to do with her. It would have been such a splendid arrangement otherwise/'
Quinette reflected about the problem of crime in genetaL Compared with crime, any other activities in life are relatively easy. They can be reconciled with many negligences, many errors of detail. The mind is not bound to keep before it all the time, with rigorous clearness, all the ins and outs of an action, without overlooking a single one of them. Someti.rn.es it may even drowse, like a waggoner over easy stages of his road. Anybody coming the other way and meeting him does not mind very much ; and, even if he does, his power of offence cannot be exercised freely. Society protects people against one another in myriad ways, checks their mutual pursuit, and prevents your adversary from making the most of your mistakes. But when society is itself your adversary, it recognises no tempering of the wind, no neutral ground. Out of your smallest slip it makes a slip-knot which will hang you.
So it is not surprising that so few crimes are undertakings which turn out well. The less so ki that most of